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NATO's Solana Finds French Goals Acceptable 


BR2803114396 Paris AFP in French 
1627 GMT 27 Mar 9 


(PBIS Translated Text] Paris, 27 Mar ‘AFP) — “The 
position of France is clear, NATO Secretary General 
Javier Solana stated after his talks with President Chirac 
at the Elysee on Wednesday [27 March] 


“France wants to take part in the ailiance and contribute 
to creating a European defense component within the 
alliance,” he said before adding: “! thirk that we can do 
it. We will work on this up to the (munisterial) council in 
Berlin in June to give some indications of the procedure 
to be followed.” 


Questioned on the union agreement between Russia and 
Belarus that has been announced, Mr. Solana said that it 
was a “free decision” between the two countries and that 
“the other countries which want to join NATO should 
learn the lesson and be able to do so freely too 


The decision to enlarge the alliance to the East was 
made in 1994 on the occasion of the Brussels summit, he 
stressed. “We will go on. Cautiously and transparently, 
but we will go on. 


NATO: Solana Meets With France's Chirac. 
Comments 


BR2803134096 Madrid EFE in Spanish 
1712 GMT 27 Mar % 


[Unattributed report: “Solana Says That Enlargement 
Process Will Continue, Although It Will Be Prudent’) 


[PBIS Translated Excerpt) Pars, 27 Mar (EFE) — 
[passage «rtted) In statements to the press following a 
one-hour meciing with Prencl President Jacques Chirac, 
Solana recalled that the decision to enlarge the Atlantic 
alliance was made in 1994, long before he took office 


[passage ormutted] 


NATO's evolution was one of the matters discussed 
by the organization's secretary general and the French 
president. as Solana himself explained at the end of the 
mecung 


He added that they also broached relations with Russia 
and the evolution of the situation in Bosnia and of the 
force for the implementation of the peace agreement in 
Bosnia (TRPOR) 


Solana declared himself convinced that NATO and 
France will be able to work “very well” in building 
a Buropean defense coiaponent in the alliance and to 
prepare that organization for the challenges of the new 
century 
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We will work unul the Council (of Ministers) which 

will be held in Berlin” in June, at which the main 
guidelines which NATO should follow will be lad 
down 


Asked about the French stcnce, he said that i seemed 
to him “clear,” following Pans’ announcement thal it 
will again form part of mosi of the allisnce’s military 
bodies, except for the integrated military command. 


The NATO secretary general said that he does not know 
what will be the next stage in France's relations with 
the organization, and maintained that “the French stance 
is Very important for the alliance,” and that “an alliance 
strengthened” by its presence is also essential for Paris 


In addition, Solana declared himself satisfied with the 
role played by Pars in Bosnia, and maintained that 
without its participation, first in the UN Protection Force 
(UNPROPOR) and later in the Rapid Intervention Force 
and the IFOR, “the situation would be even worse.” 
[passage omit‘ed] 


NATO: Estonian President Warns NATO on New 
USSR 

1D2703145596 Tallinn Radio Tallinn Network 

in Estoman 1300 GMT 27 Mar 9% 


[FBIS Translated Text} Estonian President Lennart Meri 
thinks that the expansion of the European Union and 
NATO must not be considered separaicly. Over to 
Madis Mikko in Brussels 


[Mikko] The working day of President Lennart Meri in 
Brussels today began with a visit to the NATO head- 
quarters. First he held a bref discussion with NATO 
Secretary-General Javier Solana. Thereafter, Meri made 
a 20-minute speech to the North Atlantic Council, which 
is made up of permanent representatives of the member 
Sates 


In his statement, Meri repeated the theses he delivered 
to the European Parliament [as heard] yesterday. The 
message to NATO, however, was somewhal more 
powerful than the one yesterday 


Lennart Meri emphasized that the expansion of the 
European Union and NATO must not be considered 
separaicly Dut in a clearly single context 


The subject of Russia has been present throughout the 
president's entire visit. Speaking at NATO headquarters 
the Estonian president said that Europe. no dou, 
needed Russia as a strong partner, but this must not be 
achieved by sacrificing other states. Here, Meri draw 
4 paralic! with relations between China and Taiwan 
Because the security of the Baluc region is part of 
European security, one must not permit the emergence 
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of any gray zones af the expense of third states, Lennart 
Men said 


Mer also emphasized that the key to the security of 
nresent-day Europe lay in Ukraine, | quote — If Kiev 
breaks, this will have very senous consequences for 
Europe's security — end quote. President Meri also 
warned NATO about the recent decision by the Russian 
Luma to restore the Soviet Union, I quote — A possible 
formation of a new Soviet Union will cost Europe very 
much more than the previous one — end quote 


Al a brief mecting with journalists following the mect- 
ing. NATO Secretary-General Javier Solana said among 
other things that the expansion of NATO in groups, for 
example, the Visegrad states or the Baltic states sepa- 
rately, has not yet been decided. The prelicninary plan 
for possible NATO expansion should be ready by De- 
cember 


This is Madis Mikko from the NATO headquarters in 
Brussels for Estoman radi 


NATO: Estonian President Tells NATO of Baltic 
Unity 


LD2703152896 Tallinn Radw Tallinn Network 
in Estonian 1400 GMT 27 Mar 9% 


[FBIS Translated Text) The Baltic states are uncied in 
defense cooperation, Estonian President Lennart Men 
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sad in a speech in the NATO headquarters in Brussels 
today 


Cooperation between the Baltic states on defense policy 
is the best-functioning part of cooperation between us. 
Men emphasized and added that he was not talking 
about a military alliance. Cooperation between tac 
Baltic states is practical and brings results, takes 
the Baltic states closer to a shared goal’ a NATO 
membership 


Speaking about tela/sons between Estonia, Latvia, and 
Lithuaniz, Men described them as partner. in compe- 
tution. Meri said that the Baluc Peacekeeping Battalion 
was the best and most reliable example of security co- 
operation between the Baltic states 


Mer warned the West against reducing support to 
Ukraine. Meri said that after Russia, Ukraine was the 
second anchor of stability in Eastern Europe 


In his speech Meri said that the dream about Europe 
was fading because the West had failed to fully breeze 
im the wind of changes in the Central Europe 
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EU: Diplomats Warn of Threats To Bosnia 
Elections 

LD2703174196 London THE TIMES IN English 27 
Mar 96 pi4 

[Report by diplomatic editor Michael Binyon: “Obdsta- 
cles to Bosnia Peace Put Election Plan in Peril} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) The flight of Serbs from 
Sarajevo suburbs, the failure so far to release all 
prisoners of war, and deadlock over the extradition of 
suspected war criminals have led Western diplomats 
tO give a warning that, unless the ceasefire in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina is statilised, the clocuions planned for this 
autumn may be postponed or scrapped 


After the Moscow mecting of the Contact Group last 
weekend, Cal Bildt, the EU representative in Bosnia, 
has said that all reconstruction ad would stop if 
remaining prisoners were not released very soon. His 
warning Came as the timetabic for a return to democratic 
politics looks increasingly unrealistic, and talks on 
the registration and rights of voters are in danger of 
breaking down 


Diplomats at the Moscow mectuuing emphasised thei de- 
termination to hold elections for local and national as- 
semblies and leaders in both halves of Bosnia before the 
September deadline set by the Dayton accords. How- 
ever, so Compiles are the details, and so opposed are the 
Bosnian and Serb leaders to fulfilling conditions that 
would allow a free vote, that even officials from the 
Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe 
(OSCE), charged with running the elections, are begin- 
ning to douM whether they can be held 


The main difficulties are: the complesity of the clec- 
vons, which cover municipal, cantonal and national bod- 
ies; the question whether refugees should vote im thei 
home towns of places to which they have fled, the need 
to guarantee freedom of movement for electoral can- 
didates; and access by different opposition groups to 
state- controlled media. The OSCE is reluctant to run 
the polls, but if the 4) clechon commissions in Bosnia 
cannot agree on procedure, it may he forced to take 
over. Whitehall officials said yesterday the obstacles 
were cnormous, Pul the Western powers were deter- 
mined that the voting should go ahead because the en- 
ure politcal setiiement depended on them 


The other main probiem is the proliferation of parties 
with more than SO in the Bosman Federation and 26 
in Sertian Bosnia. Most are merely the vehicles for 
amttious local personalities, but the OSCE insists on 
a threshold of 10.000 signatures hefore any candidate 
can stand af federation level Ii 1s not Casy to get access 
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to television of newspapers for the opposition groups, 
especially on the Serb side 


Suspected war criminals are fortidden to stand under 
the Dayton accords, but deadlock over their prosecution 
may make this hard to enforce. So far few countnes 
have contributed to the estimated cost of 32.6 mullion 
pounds sterling for running the clecuons 


Ken Scott, the Briush deputy head of the OSCE mission, 
agrees that the obstacles ave cnormous and that there 
has been little co- operation from the parves. Given the 
difficulty of crossing ceasefire lines, a national election 
1s probably impossible and candidates will have to stand 
in either the Serb or the Muslim-Croat entities 


If the OSCE decides the conditions for free elections 
do not exist. they will be postponed. If that happens, 
the Nato-led Implementation Force will be under strong 
pressure to stay hecause there will be no other mech- 
anism to enforce the Dayton accords. The Americans, 
however, have already indicated they will not remain 
beyond the one-year mandate 


EU: Incoming Mostar Administrator Discusses 
Coals 

BR2603150296 Madnd EL PAIS in Spanish 

26 Mar % p3 


[imerview with Ricard Perez Casado, incoming EV 
administrator of Mostar, by Ramon Lobo in Valencia 
date not given: “The Toughest Joh Is Over | 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt) Valencia Ricard Perez 
Casado, 50, a Socialist, who was Valencia's mayor for 
almost ten years up unt! December 1988. is the EU's 
new administrator in Mostar, replacing German national 
Hans Koschnick, who is resigning from a post rejected 
by Croats and Muslims alike. Perez Casado will he 
responsible for organizing the complicated clections in 
Mostar. Thus he is returning to politics which he 
left after a confrontation with the then powerful [Pulix 
Admimstration Minister) Joan Lerma through the 
main door. He admitted that he had not sie very well 
for several nights. | hardly slept at all lasi might. he 
said without ceasing to smile 


The promoters of his candidacy were Pasqual Mara 
gall, Barcelona mayor and Commutice of Regions char 
man, and former Defense Minister Julhan Garcia Vargas 
Behind his appointment 1s also NATO) Secretary Gen 
eral Javier Solana, whom he referred to a 4 personal 
fren) [passage ommtied) 


[Lobo] The | 
(dividing up the 


whest jo. the moet 
“mn *§ QuaricTs 


unr pular one 
“done You ate how 


reapomaihie for the cases! par: 








[Perez Casado} Yes, the toughest job has already been 
accomplished. But many things still remain to be done 
1 do not know whether the mandate given to IFOR 
(mulunational force to implemert Dayton agreemen: 
— EL PAIS editor's note), or our own mandate, which 
is parallel (and which cads in December — EL PAIS 
editor's note) wili be enough 


[Lobo] Koschnick “f three years 


[Perez Casado} Yes. | read his statements the other day 
We mayors always used to say, as a sort of joke, that 
Guring the first four years all you can do is draw up 
programs, and during the remaining four years you can 
get down to work and build things like our Music Palace 
fin Valencia). Ha, ha. | do not believe that is our mission 
there. [passage omitted] 


[Lobo] What can a former mayor of Valencia do for 
Mostar’ 


[Perez Casado] Perhaps experience im managing 4 
town. A mayor's duties are very complex. He is a 
manager, a financial expert, and a public relations 
man for his town. He is an orchestra conductor. That 
versatility is something which is taken into account. The 
least difficult task is the admunistrative side, the most 
complicated is appeasing peopic 


[Lobe] Will a Spanish administrator promote Spanish 
investrrent? In fact. that is a very neglected aspect 
We do sot even have an embassy im Sarajevo. The 
ambassador lives in Vienna 


[Perez Casado} Our duty lies with the Buropean Union 
And, in relation to other EU partners, there are reasons 
for them to be grateful for the presence of 1.500 
{Spanish} soldiers during three years, and the economn 
costs us entails, and the 15 fatal casualties we have 
suffered. i would not be out of place for our fellow 
countrymen to contribute to reconstruction, on an equal 
fooung 


[Lobo] One of the conflicts you will be facing is the 
tension between Croats and Muslims Everyhody agrees 
that Dayton rests on the Croatian-Mushim federation 
and the latter's success is largely gauged in Mostar 


[Perez Casado) | am rather concerned by thu We 
not only have to admunister a town that is wounded 
destroyed in its infrastructures, bul we must also set 
Up projects which neople can consider thew own. This 
is not what | find most daunting What wore me ix 
finding a way for that political agreement. which does in 
fact rest on the Federation. to hecome part of everyduy 
aormality 


[Labo} Can economic aid help overcome the hatred. of 
will the latter create its own dynamics’ 
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[Perez Casado]} lt may contribute to civil normality. Aid 
for economic reconstruction means providing people 
with work. People who ac working tend to be less 
vehement 


[Lobo} Mostar has been the “little pearl” which the EU 
has picked, but do you believe the EU deserves i” 


[Perez Casado] | would like to be very cautious here 
As ihe EU's mandatory, | should not like to express a 
number of personal opimons which I may have enter- 
tained over tht past four years. | believe this responsi- 
Dility has been assumed to compensate for certam atti- 
tudes...which could be called lukewarm, should we say’ 
Less e“ergetic 


[Lobo] The European Union will be tackling an inter- 
governmental conference next Fnday; there is talk of 
a two-speed EU, but everyone admits in whispers that 
the deadlines for the introduction of the Euro cannot be 
met. This looks like a Europe without any new ideas 


[Perez Casado] If no ambitious proposals are ever made. 
we will never make any progress. The only way to move 
forward is to set a Course toward a goal, no matter how 
tough that may he 


[Lobo) But the EU's internal language docs not seem 
adapted to the external changes: fall of the [Berlin) wall, 
collapse of the USSR, war in former Yugoslavia 


[Perez Casado] There is always a certain gap. It is caster 
to change a physical structure in a town — and | have 
experience in this area — than to change one's thinking 
and acting hats 


EL: Outgoing Administrator on Proxpects for 
Mostar 

BR2803075606 Ronerdam NRC HANDELSBLAD 
in Dutch 25 Mar 9 ppl, § 


[Report on interview with Hans Koschnick, outgoing 
EU administrator for Mostar, by Hans Sicketce in 
Mostar on 25 March ‘European Union Must Stay in 
Mostar | 


[PBIS Translated Text} Mostar, 25 Mar The Euro 
pean administration in Mostar will probaly have to 
he extended by a year after 23 July to prevent new 
outtreaks of hatred hetwoen Mustims and Croats. save 
Hans Koschonk, who was appounted hy the EU in 1994 
to We the adownmétrater of Mostar. on an imterwew eth 
NRC HANDELSALAD 


Today (25 March] us the last working day of Koschnwk 
(he will he 67 neat week), whe was mayor of Bremen 
uot 198S. He will be succended Py the Spamad 
Ricardo Perez Casado, the former mayor of Valencia 
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The leadership of the admunistration in Mostar, where 
Muslims and Croats fought beterly in 1993 and 1994, 
does not Count as an enviable position. “They were not 
queuing up to succeed me. says Koschnick 


After nearly two years the physical recovery of the 
town is beginning to take shape, bul scarcely any star 
has been made on the political and social reunification 
of Mostar. The Croats in particular, who live in the 
“cleansed” west half of the city, ave resisting Coopera- 
von with the Muslims, who live in the largely devastated 
east part. Out of fear of violence there 1s little move- 
ment between the two halves of the town. Nevertheless 
Koschaxk says he believes thal cooperation and reuni- 
fication will come. “I cannot force them to like one an- 
other, bul cooperation is possible, if they only think that 
it is in their joint interest,” says Koschnick. He denies 
that recent Croatian violence against him was connected 
with his departure as administrator. Croatia would bring 
an end to its present support to the Croats of Mostar, 
according to Koschnick. ‘Why should the EU seek to 
give Croatia political and economic privileges when it 
continues to sabotage the Mushim-Croat federation in 
Mostar” he says 


“Mostar Will Be Able To Stand on Its Own Two 
Feet at the End of This Year” 


Since 1994 Koschnick has administered the city of 
Mostar, divided between Muslims and Croats. Every 
German mark [DM] of humanitarian and economuc aid 
is spent there fawly, he says, bul reunification ts stl! 
Gragging. An interview with an “opumust 


In Koschnick’s office in Mostar there hang pictures 
by the surrealist painter Magritte. But Koschaick, who 
has administered this town in the south of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina in the name of the EU since 1994, has 
few illusions Merzeg-Bosna the independent republic 
of Bosnian Croats.” “was not recognized in the Dayton 
agreement, bul in Mostar it is a fact.” says Koschnick 
on the eve of his departure. “And | only have to take 
account of realives 


Koschaick's mission was the reunification of in total 
some 100,000 Mushims and Croats, who now cach live 
in one half of the town When he presently closes 
the door to his office Hehind him. he will not have 
succecded. Elsewhere in Bosna the two groups work 
together — albert with difficulty — in a federavon Not 
in Mostar, where thew war in 199) and 194 socom 
to have been only froven temporarily There is litle 
movement between the parts of the city and the mined 
police patrols are still not much more than ‘cosmetic 
according to EU sources 
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The Muslims, who live un the rumed cast of the city plus 
a small enclave on the west bank of the Nerctva, mainly 
listen to Sarajevo. The Croats of “Mostat-West” keep 
thew compass turned toward Zagreb and are virtually 
part of the ncighboring country. Phoning Split in Croatia 
is a long-distance call. Payment in Mostar-West takes 
place in Croatian kunas and in the recent clections in 
Croatia the 291,000 Bosnian Croats were adie to vote 
jor the Parhament in Zagreb 


“But | still remain opumuistic, says the volumunous 
German, the former SPD (Social Democratic Party of 
Germany} mayor of Bremen. “After the elections in May 
there will be a Muslim-Croatian town council which 
will be able to take over most of the EU's duties 
Then Mostar can carry out essential tasks like supplying 
energy. policing, and public transport itself. At the end 
of tus year Mostar will be able stand on its own two 
fect 


In part that is wishful Gunking. First i is possible 
that the clections will be postponed. Second Koschnick 
recognizes that the EU mandate “will probably have 
to be extended by a year after 23 July, in order to 
conaue to smother new outbursts of hatred. What the 
Croats think about the EU presence was shown on 7 
February, when they attacked Koschnick. The Croats are 
also resisting Cooperation as long as the Muslims stick 
to thew demand that Musiems driven from West Mostar 
he able to return to their homes For most Croats in West 
Mostar that is unacceptabic, because it would give them 
the fecling that they had waged war for nothing 


The feasitility of Koschmick’s mission is shown by the 
number of candidates to succeed him. “They were not 
queuing up, he grins 


it 1s to be hoped that his successor — Perez Casado, 
the former mayor of the Spanish town of Valencia — 
can take the smell of a very large number of old cigars 
Because by nine o'clock im the morning 4 billowing 
curtain of smoke is already hanging in Koschawck's 
office in Hotel Ero. Every ume he waves hi hands 
about, or folds his tig hands on his stomach, a: fallr 
on his Mlue woolen jacket 


[Steketee| In reality has not the EU only repressed 
symptoms in Mostar, instead of remedying the « auses 
of the conflict” 


[Koschnick] There is something in that, but still there 
is & general feeling that when we lcave Ux peace will 
have been better kept. | cannot force them to like one 
another, bul cooperation is possible, if they only dunt 
that if os on (heer pount imterest 


The Dayton agreement is only shout jornt interests of 
the three partes Those imtcrests are Rehahiliunor 
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for those with a bad name, finding new frends for 
those who are isolated, and the reconstruction of the 
devastated economics. Why should the EU seek to give 
Croatia political and economa privileges if it continues 
to sabotage the federation in Mostar, or if it were to 
want to get East Slavonia back by force? | think that 


Tudjman knows thal very well 


Europe also has an interest: peace in Europe. With 
Dayton we said: If the Balkans want something from 


us, then we want something from the Balkans. Zagreb. 
Beigrade. and Sarajevo understand that 


[Steketee} But in Mostar is it not above all « question 
of local forces’? The Croats hate you. The mayor of 
Mostar-East, Safet Orucevic, resigned after you reduced 
the proposed joint area at Croatian request at the star 
of this month 


[Koschaick}] Orucevic resigned because the Bosnian 
Government did not suppor him during the talks in 
Rome on this areca. The Muslims had already agrocd 
to a reduction. Therefore the Muslims ae not the 
problem. The question is whether | can cooperate with 
the Croatian administration, which organized a not (on 7 
Feb, ed.), and a Croatian police which does not intervenc 
when my life ws threatened 


[Steketee) Few people believe in peace. They are only 
repairing their houses because the EU is paying their 
wages, hey say 


[Koschnick) That is normal. The recovery started in 
1994. No one received a wage. Now we are paying. 
especially on the Muslim side. Not too much and 
gradually. That supports the federation and also gets 
the economic cycle moving again 


[Steketee) And it helps corrupnon 


[Koschnick] I know for certain that on both sides, part 
of the EU moncy is disappearing into the pockets of the 
mafia, but | was mayor of Bremen for too long (1967 to 
1985, ed.) to pretend that it is unique. Corruption is not 
the probiem in itself, but the behavior which goes with 
it. Leading local crime figures were often charismatx 
officers in the army. Aad many current police officers in 
Mostar-West served as soldiers in the HVO (the Bosman 
Croatian Army, ed.). Do you think that such officers will 
now arest thew old leaders and fighting buddies who 
we now in organized crime’ The mafia is thriving on 
the od war 


Therefore | welcome the fact that Zagreb has sent 
officers who are taking part in the jount patrols ft is 
in Croatia's interest to bring an end to smuggling here 
(of cars, arms. drink. cigarettes, clothing. and food, od | 
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because they pass through Croatia and therefore the 
Croatiat: treasury has to make up the lost tax revenue 


[Steketee] The Croats are akong accusations that your 
adminmstravon 1s incfhcrent and unfar 


[Koschaick] We have given 5,000 children a school or 
a creche again. so that thew parents can work again. 
and we dtd not ask about thew origin. Since 1994 we 
have renovated 4,500 houses, and restored water, gas. 
and clectncity. Our goal was always to first help those 
who needed most. They were the Muslims, because 
between 60 and 90 percent of thei part of the town was 
destroyed, because the Croats had far more atullery. A 
50-50 division of the moncy was simply unacceptable 
But apart from the repair of houses, everyone has 
received the same 


Some DM200 million has been invested in Mostar, but 
not one mark of has been spent in a way which 
was pot as the city’s inhabitants indicated themscives 
Every house in East or West Mostar has been repaired 
precisely in accordance with their own wishes. And 
jcalousy is normal. If we carned out a project in East 
Bremen, then they were angry on the other side of the 
town, and the other way round 


|Steketee] Many people believe thal peace will stand 
or fall with the federation, and that the federation will 
stand of fall with Mostar. How can you be an optimust’ 


[Koschnick} | am very aware that the past will not 
return. Bul our position remains that no town can exist 
which was once united and is now divided in two 
No one can caplain why that should he so, and it is 
casy to solve. The three societies in Bosnia must open 
themscives up to one another. If they do not do that, 
then we will be pushed hack into the 19th century 


EL: German, French Finance Ministers on Eero 
Currency 

AU270314470) Hambure BILD in German 

27 Mar % p2 


[Interview with German Finance Minister Theo Wage! 
and French Finance Minister Jean Arthuu by Rolf 
Bier, place and date not given’ Monsieur Arthuis., Herr 
Wagel How Static Will the Euro Be’ | 


[PBIS Transiated Text!) (Bier) Both of vou are finance 
ministers who want to replace your countnes currencies 
with the Euro. How do you feel about that’ 


[Waigel] We will make the Euro strong enough to 
prevent it from hemg at the mercy of imternational 
speculations — that is why | feel good ahout nu. The 
German mark could not do this on its own in the future 
it would come under pressure for revaluation. That 
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would impede our economi growth. In fact, part of our 
usemptoyment, which has not dropped to the level that 
it used to in former economic upswings, results from 
devaluations of the German mark 


[Artuis) Our single market will be jcopardized, if 
exchange rate fluctuations conunue. Thai problem can 
only be solved by a single European currency. We want 
to make the Buro an internationally recognized reserve 
currency, the counterpart of the dollar and the yen. That 
is important for our economy and our foreign trade 
[Bier] Will the Euro be introduced on time’ 


[Waigel] The schedule should not be questioned. The 
permanent debate on softening the criteria of postpon- 
ing the introduction of the single currency have a dewi- 
mental effect on our exports and the economy 


[Arthuis}] We we preparing for | January 1999 and 
expect the Euro to be introduced on schedule, because 
the economy needs security for planning, the singic 
market cannot work withoul a common currency 


[Bier] Will Prance and Germany meet the Maastricht 
criteria’? 


[Waigel) | expect them to. We have not allowed any 
softening of the criteria during all these years, and we 
will not do so now. It is not for the sake of Maastricht 
that we want them to be adhered to, for mstance with 
regard to the deficit quota, but for the sake of Germany 
and Europe 


[Arthuis} We have to tackle this goal self-confidently 
and ambitiously. The worst thing we could do would 
be to say at this port already that we will not he 
able to make it. It is in the interest of Europe and 
in Prance’s interest. The Maastricht criteria ae simply 
criteria of good management and common sense. Those 
who have excessively high dets lose ther freedom and 
their room to act. That is the same in private households. 
in Companies, and in governments 

[Bier] Will the interest rates go up when the Buro ix 
introduced” 


{[Waigel) if we fulfill the criteria, Burope will be a 
community of stability. Twelve years ago, inflation in 
Burope was |} percent, taday it is less than } percent 
in Germany and Prance it is only about 1.5 percent. In 
terms of the Buro, that means that interest rates will 
remain low 


[Artuis} The Buro currency is based on the principle of 

stability, which means low interest rates. Thus stably 

pact will reassure the savers and allow them to invest 

the money safely and without heing afrand of inflation 

and heir money will no longer be used for financing 
deficits 
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[Bier] But many people arc against a Euro currency 


[Wagel) The Euro is important for the people, because 
nm will result in ccomomuc growth and thus acw jot. 
which we urgently need 


[Arthuis} We need the Euro. « is important for ihe 
people, because ii 1s an indispensabic instrument for new 
investment, new jods, and social solidarity im Europe 
and in cach of the member states 


[Bier] Brussels has spent less than ut had planned tc — 
what should be done with these funds’ 


[Wagel] Some 4 tilhon German marks have been saved 
Sue to the EU agricultural reform. | Gunk that if the 
El’ members have been saving so determinedly, then 
the Cl' Comenission will have to make cuts « well 
| appeal to the Commission and to the EU heads of 
government that. especially during these important years 
leading up to the common currency, moncy that has not 
been spent should go back tc the countries thal raised 
it. That will increase approval for Europe among the 
citizens — especially in Germany, which ts a net payer 
in the EV 


[Arthuis} At the moment, the EU members ar- making 
unprecedented efforts to cul their pubix spending. We 
are pleased about savings in the EU budget, but that 
should not imGuce us to spend that moncy immediately 
I think that the EU funds that have not been spent should 
he used for reducing the members’ future contrbubons 
if we paid less to Ge EU, we could bring about our 
national austerity programs more quickly. wtach would 
get us a little closer to the Buro 


EL: France's Barnier Racks New Council Voting 
System 

BRIROI121996 Paris APP in French 

0540 GMT 28& Mar 0 


(PBIS Translated Text) Paris, 28 Mar (APP) - Buropean 
Minister Miche! Barnier tated on Thursday [2% March] 
that, in his View, a hew voting system was nevded in the 
European Council, with more qualified voting in place 
of the unanimity rule 


In an interview with AUJOURD HUI on the eve of 
the Intergoveramental Conference (10C) mm Tenn, the 
rmunister nonetheless admmutiod that there was a difficulty 
with the United Kingdom, which wants to retain the 
unanimity voting rule for all matters 


This change is part of the reform of the institutions 
which, for Prance, must be the “first major chapter” of 
the Kalan sure. We cannot imagine being 20 oF 
27 tomorrow with the same rules as today, which were 
made for a Burope of sm. 4 was cond 
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Following the Gemonstration by Europe of a certan 
powerlessness in Bosnia.” Mr. Barnicr was hoping for 
“pemuine progress” in the area of joint foreign policy, 
which “sobody has really concerned themselves with 
until sow.” In this respect he reaffirmed France's wish 
for Burope to give itself “a voice and a face. the ab- 
sence of whach “explains thal we are sometimes reduced 
© providing afier- sales service for the Americans on 
ow Ow conunent © 


Mr. Barnier also expressed the hope that Europe would 
crganize itself more effectively ‘against the great 
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plagues of terrorism. drugs. and large-scale crume” 
in this respect he noted that ‘some SO percent of the 
heroin seized in France comes from the Netherlands 


Finally. on the subiect of the revision of the Treaty 
of Maastricht. which is to be undertaker in Turin and 
which will have to be ratified in cach signatory couriry, 
the minister adrmutied that he could not yet say whether 
in Prance this would take the form of a referendum or 
a parlamentary vote 
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Aestria: Vraenitrky. Scherse! Present Positions for 
GC 

AUJD703124906 Vienna WIENE® ZEITUNG 

in German 27 Mar pp i. 2 


(Unattributed report ~Posstons on Iptergoveramental 
Conference | 


[PRIS Translated Text) Al a news conference yester 
day. Chancellor Pranz Vranitzky and Vice Chancellor 
Wolfgang Schucsse! presented the jount guadelines for 
the EL intergovernmental Conference (1GC}. starung i 
Turis on Priday [2° March]. The bask poswttiom were 
adopted by the cabin yesterday aficr a shor assew 
mem procedure and after incorporating the views of the 
provinces and wxcial pattncrs 


Both Vranitzky and Schucese! stressed that, with the 
positions that have been drafiod. Austria can assurne 
the “function of an engine’ af the 1GC 


As miermediate report is to he submitted durmg the 
session of the EU Council in Florence in June However 
Sc hues se! emghasized tha the discussions will promumy 
last 12 to 15 months 


Vranitzky welcomed the fat that net only formal lege! 
maticrs and imetitubonal questions will he discussed af 
the 100 Dut also specific Major tewwes Ausirtia wants 
to ensure that major goals for a Common employment 
policy are stipulated im the EV treaty 


A comrol mechaniem i roguired « Ww how the 
individual momher sistes handic the decisions that are 
adopted porntly 


The sactal agreement must also be included in the Bl 
veaty, as well as environmental protection Mere it is im 
portamt for Vranizky that both sustamed developmen 
and the aced for ciaminations concermag environmen 
tal compatslity are enshrined in the treaty 


Scnuessel pounted out that the EL’ must draft a common 
comgx cent frw defense and security polwy 


The foreign minister docs not helevwe thet the El 

and Western Buropean Union will merge a the 1X 

A more far-reaching imterieinement is quite realisin 

Basically . & © important for Austria that the sole 
of small BU countries pot curhed. Schucese! stated 
Thus, every BL) member must have « scat and « vote in 
the Comeussion. The dapropertionate representation of 
the small EL) states in the European Parhament and the 
Counce! must also he maintained 


Austria will alvixame more (raneperemy more sah 
odhartty. and more federalum concermng the EL dex: 
mons. The BU must he prepared for a euccessful expan 
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won. However, only a few of the 10 would-he mcm 
will he accepted Gurmmg the fret stage 


AusTia wants to provide decusrve wmpulses for Uc 
EU two hecome more cient, more wansparcet and 
to umprove the decmmonmaking process” Vranstzky 
mad i clew thal the national responetulity of the 
imiividual governments will also he mamtaned im the 
case of European witialives — in emp’ oyment policy 
cavironmental pole, and the sphere of traffic. for 
clampic 


Schucesel spoke of creative and mnovaive Austrian 
postions om mdrnidual acas He supported majonty 
decowom m th Els Common Foreign and Security 
Pohcy (CPSP), tor meance 


However, Vraneivky and Schucese! etessed that ona 
mmety should he required on central tagucs and sensitive 
meves. In CPSP. where weaknesses have cocourred @ 
cawonmally sc ta, a tanubes toward gradual Mapany 
dacmom showld he enewred Vranitzky and Schucs 
sl evephasived the need for cooperation among the EU 
Counc) and Commeson, and suggested that the El 
trouka May a larger rote im foreign policy 


in apute of the comtroversial postions on the peaceful 
we Of gucleat energy im the incividual EL countries 
Austria wants to Comtenue to advocate rts abandonment 
Vranitivky annownced that Austria wil! launch an mtorr 
maton campaign desugned to explam the opportunddics 
and pore Milities resulting from EW memherstip to the 
popula After ali, the reduction of the prices of some 
fovuletetls was fot the reason why Awetria poened the 
EL. What © important t 6partticipation im shaping a 


COmmumty on a lasting Panis 


Schuceec! announced that afta the watt of the 1A im 
Tur, the foreign monsters will meoet regularly every 
month As tar a Austria concerned, 1 was agreed 
that the Mam Commettice of the Nationairal and the 
Bundesrat showld he informed on a regular Dass Io 
addition, regular comsultatons with the legislators of the 
El’ cowntrees will take wae 


On hehall of Austria, Chanceller Pranz Vranusky, Vice 
Chancellon Wolfgang Schwrsse!, and State Secretaries 
Bensta Ferrero. akéner and Karl Schiceg! will attend 
the Turin conference As a spectal gesture toward the 
provemces, Vorarlberg Governor Marten Portacher el! 
evel to Ture 


Womens Afters Monster Meiga Konrad yesterday 
confirmed Austria « erllngness to morease its efforts 
cheure cous! eatment for men and women A 


corresponding passage will he im luded om the Austrian 
| the etistong imequalstics 
“ @owld he stopulated in 


pertom onthe HA In vee 
‘learn men and women 
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the EU treaty thal member states can take measures 
ensuring preferential treatment for women, Konrad 
Stated. 


Joerg Haider, leader of the Freedom Party of Austria 
(FPOc]}, presented the ideas of his party on the reform 
of the EU. He strongly criticized the government's po- 
sitions because they were adopted without the partic- 
ipation of parliament. Haider vehemently rejected the 
softening of the principle of unanimity. He views him- 
self as the “counsel for the Austrian interests against 
the Austrian Government.” Prior to the 1994 referen- 
dum, the coalition described the principle of unanimity 
as essential for being able 'o stand its ground vis-a-vis 
the large EU states. 


Instead of a central state, the FPOe wants a confed- 
eration of sovereign states. Thus, important decisions 
would remain within the competence of national parlia- 
ments. The European Parliament should act as a control 
instrument. The Commission which “actually plays gov- 
ernment” should be abolished, and the executive board 
should be vested with more power, the FPOe demands. 


The Economic and Monetary Union should only be 


implemented if all states participate, Haider stressed. 


Hubert Pirkerer, security expert of the Austrian People’s 
Party, hopes that the IGC will lead to more security. 
Regulations concerning the fight against drug-related 
crime, organized crime, and misuse of visas should be 
adopted. 


Austria: Vranitzky Wants Employment Target in 
EU Treaty 

AU2703130796 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG 

in German 27 Mar 96 pp 1,8 


[Report by “bpn”: “Vranitzky Wants To Contribute 
Austrian Position in Tonno’] 


(FBIS Translated Text] A targe: for full employment 
should be included in the EU Treaty. This is a wish that 
Austria will present at the EU government conference, 
which will begin in Tonno on 27 March, Chancellor 
Franz Vranitzky stated at an event organized by the 
Bawag Bank on the topic of the Economic and Monetary 
Union [EMU] 


The observance of a European employment policy 
should, however, be monitored by a “control mecha- 
nism” because, of course, everyone is in favor of full 
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employment, bul measures to implement ut are often 
missing, Vranitzky stated. 


In addition, the social agreement of the Maastricht 
Treaty should be included the new EU Treaty to avoid 
distortions of competition through social dumping. All 
15 EU countries should commit themselves to observing 
the social agreement, Vranitzky said. 


At the conference in Torino, the Social Democrats 
intend to advocate ensuring jobs within the framework 
of the EMU. The goal of the EMU cannot be the 
establishment of a stable currency for just a few but 
must be the establishment of a social system for as 
many as posrible, Vranitzky stated on 25 March. The 
EMU has a chance only if it is linked with the goal of 
safeguarding employment. 


The chancellor said that the Maastricht criteria are 
“sensible.” However, the formulation in the Maastricht 
Treaty does not demand strict fulfillment of the above- 
mentioned criteria but only approaches to the limits. 
In addition, the values set down in the past were just 
reflections of the situation at that time. Three years ago 
Austria still fulfilled the criteria, just as many other 
EU countries. Nevertheless, Vranitzky came out against 
changing the criteria. 


The chancellor rejected a stability pact as proposed 
by German Finance Minister Theo Waigel. In this 
connection, Vranitzky spoke of a penal tax” for those 
countries that did not achieve the 3-percent limit for 
new detts measured by the GDP 


“The EMU will work only if the largest possible number 
of EU countries can join it,” the chancellor stressed and 
called for fulfilling the Maastricht criteria as envisaged 
by the treaty. An EMU with Austria but without Italy, 
Austria's second largest trading partner, will only bring 
disadvantages in the long run 


Prudent monetary policy and fiscal policy coordination 
must ensure sensible dealing with regional economic 
shocks in the EMU for the future. If the unemployment 
rate of one country is, for instance, higher than the EU 
average or the growth lags behind EU average, the EU 
should establish a stamlity reserve to compensate, the 
chancellor demanded 


Furthermore, the EU should have the opportunity to 
raise loans via Euro bonds. Vranitzky said 
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Belgium: Officials Consider Country ‘On Course’ 
for EMU 

BR2703150696 Brussels LA LIBRE BELGIQUE 

in French 26 Mar 96 pp !, 13 


[Article signed “Y.C.": “The Belgian Franc Prepared for 
the Euro”) 

([FBIS Translated Text] On Monday [25 March) Fons 
Verplaetse, the governor of the National Bank, invited 
Belgian financial circles to listen to him and his guests 
Jean-Luc Dehaene and Philippe Maystadt present Bel- 
gium's economic record. Without openly admitting it, 
the meeting's central theme was Belgium's “credibility” 
as a candidate for EMU. 


Will Belgium join the euro system from | January 1999” 
Weill it is in a position to meet the Maastricht criteria, in 
any event. The budget deficit must not exceed 3 percent 
of GDP. That will be achieved in 1996 already, and 
Fons Verplactse even advocates setting a target of 2.75 
percent (at the cost of an extra 20 billion Belgian francs 
[BFr] from the budget). despite the weak 1.6 percent 
growth. It is all a question of “credibility 


As to the national dei, this remains at 134 percent of 
GDP when it must be down to 60 percent in order to 
meet the Union criteria. “It is the trend which counts, 
the three speakers repeated, affirming thal such a trend 
is well and truly under way. “This is the direction you 
must be moving in,” explained the finance minister, who 
pointed out that the Maastricht Treaty permitted such an 


interpretation 


Fons Verplactse also made the most of the opportunity 
in order to dispel the specter of a recession. Belgium 
“has been through a period of economic slowdown. 


All the Ingredients Arv Present: Belgium On 
Course for EMU 


Several hundred instituuonal investors were invited 
to attend a major seminar on Monday morning, in 
the auditorium of the National Bank, on “Belgian 
financial markets. Fons Verplactse was seeking to 
give Belgium's financial community the chance to 
come and take the pulse of the nation’s economy for 
themselves. The diagnosis was delivered by those in 
closest attendance to the economy: Jean-Luc Dehaene 
and Philippe Maystadt clearly traced the progress made 
over recent years, while not forgetting to shed the 
spotlight on the challenges ahead 


Satisfactory Trend 

“All the ingredients are present.” was the message from 
Fons Verplactse, immediately invoking Belgium's par- 
ticipation in EMU. This served as an introduction to the 
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speech by Jean-Luc Dehaene who pointed out the main 
lines of his economic policy in a climate of moderate 
growth. Despite a certain confusion, Belgium has nev- 
ertheless chalked up five plus-points: low inflation, in- 
creasing Company profits, low interest rates, and a “com- 
fortable” current account balance of payments surplus 
As a final point, the prime minister declared “with a cer- 
tain pride that 1996 will be a special year for Belgium 
for the first time since the carly 1970's. my country’s 
budget deficit will be down to 3 percent. An event 
which Fons Verplaetse applauds all the more fervently 
as it 1s One of the convergence criteria laid down by the 
Maastricht Treaty. 


Philippe Maystadt stressed that developments in the di- 
recuon of achieving a national deM™ of 60 percent of 
GDP (another convergence criteria) showed a “satisfac- 
tory” trend (despite the present defi of 134 percent’) 
for meeting the terms of Maastricht. To do so, the Bel- 
gian Government will maintain, until 1999, a “primary 
balance’ (surplus of government finances less interest 
charges) of 6 percent, the finance minister affirmed 


However, Jean-Luc Dehaene admits that “what ts lack- 
ing today is renewed consumer confidence. He also 
poimted out that three wage constraint agreements end 
this year, The prime minister hopes to be able to re- 
place these with his “paci on employment for the future 
which should make it possible to reduce unemployment 
by one half by the beginning of the next century 


In 1999 or in 20 Years 


Fons Verplactse has never been shor for words. And 
EMU is a subject particularly close to his heart. “If we 
do not achieve EMU in 1999, we will have to wart 20 
years before we get another opportunity like this 


As to whether Belgium really has every chance of 
joining: “Some people never ask any questions on this 
subject, Dut others would first like to put the Belgian 
franc to the test. Well let them go ahead and do it' 
They will lose money 


Is Fons Verplactse really independent or is he involved 
in the strategic decisions? “I can invite you to lunch to 
discuss the issue today. But let the others decide 


Why does he make so frequent allusions to the uncom- 
promising positions adopted by Great Britain’ “Because 
there will always be 42 kilometers of water between 
them and us. And | have never taken the channel tun- 
nel 


But the British are night on onc point. “They criticize the 


future European central bank for not having provided for 
the equivalent of our board of governors. | also beheve 
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that it is a very useful body which provides us with a 
weekly contact with reality.” 


Belgium's economic performances are satisfactory: °! 
say that there is n0 recession and the first quarter of 1996 
will not be any weaker than the last quarter of 1995. 
Fons Verplaetse does not consider that the Belgian 
economy has experienced a recession bul simply an 
economic slowdown. 
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But even if the economic parameters are favorabic, the 
same docs not apply to employment: “1 do not believe 
there 1s any purely economuc solution to unemployment 
it is primarily a question of confidence.” 
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(Meredith) “1 feel that this is important enough that | 
am prepared to make it public.” 


: 


[Watson] Gray docen'| appreciate the threat. 


bul if she gozs ahead and reicases 1\ she has to take full 
responsibility for what she docs ~ 
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France: Foreign Ministry on NATO, Turkey, 
Middle Fast 

BR2703152596 (internet) French Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs WWW in French 26 Mar 9% 


[Daily press bricfing by Foreign Ministry Spokesman 
Jacques Rummelhardt to unidenufied journalists at the 


Foreign Ministry in Paris on 26 March) 
(FBIS Transiated Excerpt) 
France-NATO 


[Rummethardt} Mr. Javier Solana is to visit Pars 
tomorrow. Mr. Solana has been secretary general of the 
Alliance since December. This will be his first visit in 
his new capacity. During his me as Spanish foreign 
minister Mr Solana enjoyed excellent relavons with the 
French authorities. He is a man who commands much 


respect in Paris. 
He will be arriving at around noon tomorrow. 


The purpose of this visit is to permit an in-depth and 
open exchange of views on a sumber of issucs of 


concern to the Atlantic Alliance. 


in the perspective of the renewal of the Alliance and 
following on from the decisions announced to the 
Aulantic Council by Mr. de Charette in Brussels on 
$5 December, the French authorities and Mr. Solana 
will look into the preparatory work being done for 
the ministerial session of Council which will meet in 
Berlin on 3 June. Prance has high hopes of this 3 June 
meeting which is to lay down the main guidelines for 
adapung the Alliance structures, with a view to adopung 
decisions on this subject at the ministerial session of the 
Council in December 1996. 


Therefore, the June meeting will set oul the main 
guidelines which will then be ratified in December. Mr. 
Solana’s visit should help pave the way for defining 
these guidelines which will emerge in Berlin in June. 


There are five stages. Pirst of all, back in January 
1994 a summit meeting was held and the decision 
was made to overliaul the Alliance so that it can face 
up to a direct military threat against the countries of 
central and Eastern Europe. Second, in December 1995 
Prance announced a series of decisions tending toward 
its participation in the modernization of the Alliance 
Tomorrow Mr. Solana is to visit Paris. Fourth. in 
Berlin in June the ministerial Council will draw up 
the guidelines for the decisions and these will finally 
be adopted at the fifth stage. the ministerial meeting is 
December 


[Journalist] is not Prance the only country to want this 
reform of the Alliance’ 











[Rummethardt} No, because since January 1994 the 
whole Alliance has accepted the obvious conclusion thal 
it should be modernized and adapt to a new reality. 


Journalist] So why do you consider Mr. Solana’s visit 
to Paris to be the third stage? 


[Rummelhardt) it is one stage over a period of time 
because i will be a unique opportunity for us to speak 
==, Mr. Solana. This is one stage for us. 


Vournalist) Will France tak’ another step at the Berlin 


meeting toward full participation in NATO's int grated 
structure? 


(Rummelharct) France intencs partictpating fully in the 
modernization and adaptation of the Alliance. | cannot 


be more specific since the guidelines for this will only 
be set out in June and the decisions wil! not be made 
before December 


(Journalist) Does France intend rejorning the integrated 
command structure? Is that what we are moving toward 


or is it premature to speak of this? 


[Rummelhardi] The direction we are moving in is 
toward an Ailantic Alliance adapted to jecrforming its 
tasks, The Allantic Alliance we wani to maintain and 
develop is one that will be enlarged and in which + 
Buropean defense idenuty will emerge 


(Journalist) Or rather a second pillar? 


[Rummethardi) We will push more for the emergence 
of a Buropean defense identity. 


(Journalist) But in the Alliance? 
[Rummeihardt) Yes, in the Alliance. 
Journalist) So it will be a second pillar of the Alliance? 


[Rummelhardi} We will push for the emergence of a 
Burapean defense identity 


(Journalist) Does that imply strengthening the WEU” 
[Rummeihardt) Discussions are underway. 


(Journalist) Is this European defense identity of more 
concern to the WEU or to Burocorps” 


{Rummethardt) All of that is currently under discussion 
but so conclusions have yet been reached since the 
guidelines will only be set out in June and the final 
Gecisions made in December 


Journalist} Will the minister be making any firm 
proposals when he meets with Mr Solana’ 


[Rummeibwdt) He will be talking with Mr Solana 


FRANCE 1s 


Schengen Accord 


Journalist] The French decision announced yesterday 
includes the lifting of French-German and French- 
Spanish border controls. However, it was also stated 
that there will be motile checks af these borders 


[Rummethardt} Yes, that is right. There will still be 
checks. 


[Journalist] Bul there always were mobile checks 


[Rummeihardi) Yes. What we have done is to remove 
the mechanisms that were pul in place in June 1995 


(Journalist) So what has changed” 


[Rummelhardt) What we suspended in the application of 
the Schengen Agreement were the provisions concern- 
ing lanc border controls. That is what we lifted again 
for Spain and Germany. 


(Journalist) So now that this suspension has been lifted, 
these checks have disappeared” 


[Rummelhardi] For Germany and Spain. yes. This 
decision will take effect as of 18 April. The suspension 
remains in force on the Belgian and Luxembourg 
borders. 


Journalist] Soi! = only a partial decision” 


{[Rummelhardt) The decision announced yesterday only 
concerns Germany and Spain. Nothing has changed with 
regard to Belgium and Luxembourg 


[Journalist] So this decision is reinforcing the “block- 
ade” on the Netherlands? 


[Rummeihardt) There is no “blockade.” | think that in 
France, as in the other EU countries including in the 
Netherlands itself, there is a desire to combat drugs 
trafficking. We must make progress in the fight against 
drugs trafficking that all EU nations subscribed to, in 
particular at the European summit mecting in Madrid 
last December. 


Journalist} So why is Prance the only country talking 
about it? 


[Rummethardt) France is not the only country talking 
about it 


Journalist] Why has Spain not adopted the same 
measures as France’ 


[Rummelhardt] Spain does not have borders with the 
Benelux countries 


[Journalist] OK, so why has Germany not adopted such 
measures’ 
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(Rummethardi} There have been German statements 
demanding a tougher crack down on drugs wafficking. 
Journalist} But why be so tough on the Netherlands? 
Why does France propose changing Dutch law? 
[Rummethardt) | repeat: France does not decide what 
is Dutch law. Dutch law belongs to the Dutch. Dutch 
law is decided by the Dutch. it is the responsitility of 
the Dutch. However, ali the EU member states have the 
shared responsibility to combat drugs trafficking. 
Journalist] So you think that the fight against drugs 
trafficking is incompatible with a Dutch policy that you 
find too permissive’ 
[Rummethardt} lt is a domestic Dutch problem. i is 
the Netherlands’ responsibility to ensure thal drugs 
wafficking does not develop beyond its borders. 


Journalist} But tell me clearly: Do you think that the 
Netherlands’ policy is compatible with the fight against 
drugs wafficking’ 

[Rummelhardi] lt is not the French who change Dutch 
laws. ht is the Dutch themselves who will do thai, possi- 
bly to fall in line with their inte; national commitments. 


Journalist] Is there not a Union directive on this 
question of soft drugs consumpuon? 

{Rummelhardt} No. 

Journalist) Why act? 


[Rummethardt} The fight against drugs is not covered 
by the Treaty of Rome, it is simply a question of 
cooperation hetween countries. 


EU-Terkey 


Journalist} Why did the planned meeting with the Turks 
not go ahead’ 


[Rummethardt} The EU-Turkey association Council did 


not meet. The presidency decided to postpone the 
meeting of the Council. 


France's position is clear: The 15 EU member states 
signed an agreement with Turkey. An agreement on 
the customs union has been in effect since | January. 
This agreement also provides for financial cooperation 
and this financial cooperation agreement must also be 
respected by all 15 member states. 


Of course there are differences between the Greeks and 
the , wks. That is another matter. These differences can 
be overcome. There is a way of doing that and it is called 
Gialogue. Dialogue between Greece and Turkey which 
can be assisted by the BU. respecting internati nal iaw 
and weaties, and without recourse to force and -hreats. 
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We have noted Athens’ declarations to Ankara. They 
are & step in the right direction. They sow have to be 
given some substance. 


Journalist} So why was the meeung postponed? 


[Rummethardi] The presidency asked to put it off. You 
will have to ask the presidency. 


Journalist] Was it a Preach initiative” 


[Rummethardt} Not to my knowledge. 


Journalist] Bul you say the EU can help with this 
dialogue. What is being proposed’ 


[Rummelhardi} We believe thew differences can be 
resolved through dialogue, respecung international law 
and the treaties, and without recourse to force and 
threats. 


(Journalist) Yes, but what is the actual help you propose 
giving? 
[Rummelhardt) | have told you what this aid ccnsists of. 
We hope and we want the differences between Greece 
and Turkey to be resolved through dialogue between 
Greece and Turkey, respecting international law and the 
treaties, and without recourse to force and threats. 


(Journalist) Is the International Court of Justice compe- 
tent in this matter? Your statement does not mention it. 


[Rummethardt]} What is needed is dialogue, respecting 
international law and the treaties. lt is not up to the 
states to decide what is the law, but the court can 


[Journalist] Where should the association council have 
met’ 


{(Rummethardt) Brussels. 
Middle East 


Journalist} A follow-up meeting on the Sharm al- 
Shaykh summit is due to be held in Washington this 
week. Is the Prench request that the agenda be changed a 
precursor to Prench participation? Has the United States 
replied to your demands? Has 11 replied to your question 
on co-chairmanship by the EU? 

[Rummelhardt) You have to look closely at the spirit of 
this meeting. i is a goodwill meeting, not some kind 
of hard bargaining exercise. All parties are meeting for 
joint action. Therefore, when we meet we will all try to 
take into account what the others are saying. We have 
stressed some things. other people have stressed other 


things. We will sce how things turn out on Thursday 
and Priday (28-29 March]. 


{Journalist} Nevertheless. Prancy and the United States 
do differ considerably in the views of the agenda . 
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(Rummethardt} People draft agendas and they cam 
then be modified. The meeting organizer produces the 


agenda, but then asks the other participants if they agree 
with &. That is when you can stat to change 


Journalist] Has any jowt Europe-Arab achon heen 
worked out for thi’ 


[Rummethardt} | dunk so, and | certainly hope so. In « 
statement hr made yesterday, my Arnerican Counterpari 
Mr. Burns sad: “Several countries have made requests 
concermng the agenda and we are looking into these 
requests.” There is nothing to get upsct about. The aim 
rema‘ns the success of the peace process 


Journalist] Why is it the United States thai is looking 
imto the requests concermng the agenda’ 


[Rummethardt|} Because the meeting wil! take place in 
Washington and somebody has to draft an agenda as 
for any mecting 


(Journalist) Have the Americans replied to the question 
of a co- chairmanship’ 


[Rummethardi) Not as far as | know. but of course there 
is the ume difference 


Vournalist} What more can you tell us about the visi 
of the Troika to the Middle East’? When will this take 
Place’ 
[Rummeihardt} ht has not yet taken place because, as 
| have said before, there are timetabling problems on 
both sides, problems of availability o the ministers 
and members of the Troika governments, and similar 
problems for the peo's they want to meet 


Journalist] Can you confirm that the Troika will not be 
going to Damascus’ 


[Rummethardt} | have not heard anything about that. | 
have heard about the countries in the region 


Journalist] So is the litt of countries to be visited 
known’ 

[Rummelhard:| No. of a least has not heen made 
public. However, the Troika could make a number of 


trips, Hot necessarily one tour It is a practical question 
of avalamiity and umetadies [passage omitted) 


Rarotonge Treaty 


(Journalist) Prance has signed the tiree protocols of 
the weaty of Rarotonga. What will be the situation 
concerning the transiting of Prench nuciear-powered 
vessels or nuclear arms-<carry'ng vessels through the 
rome C.acerned by the treaty” 


[Rummethardt} The Rarctongs Treaty does not affect 
the rights of tans of such vessels in international 


FRANCE 17 


waters. You must sot confuse thus weaty with the 
Bangkok Treaty which prohibits such wane m the 
cconomuc area. There is no mention of thal im the 


Rarotonga Treaty 


Chechnya 


Journalist] Mr. Grigorianss, who is secking to convene 
ah imersational wa crimes tribunal for Chechnya will 
today moct with Mr. Poudade, the French Foreign 
Mimstry's Continental Europe director. He ts asking for 
French assistance. What will you tell him” 


[Rummethardi} | cannot stop Mr. Grigeriants from 
mecting with Mr. Poudade. Anything we have to say 
to Mr. Grigoriants we will say through Mr. Poudade 


Where Chechnya is concerned, | would refer you to the 
statment that the El!) published yesterday, the text of 
which | can give you 


France: Foreign Ministry on Bosnia, Middle East 


BR2803122496 (internet) French Mimary of Foreign 
Affairs WWW in French 27 Mar 


[Daily press briefing by Foreign Ministry Spokesman 
Jacques Rummelhardt to unidentified journalists al the 
Foreign Ministry in Paris on 27 March) 


[PBIS Translated Text) 
Former Yugoslavia 


Journalist} It seems that some foreign combatants arc 
still present in Bosnia. Do you have any comment on 
this * 


[Rummethardt) No, | do not have any specific comment 
We want the peace agreements to be implemented 
which provide for the withdrawal of foreagn combatants 
from Bosma within a one-month penod following the 
implementation of the accords If there are stl! foreign 
combatants they must leave Bosma 


Journalist] Even if tney acquired the Bosman national. 
ity Dy marrying’ 


[Rummethardt} We want foregn combatants to leave 
We demand the implementation of the agreements 


Journalist] Do you not warn the Bosman authorities of 
4 feduction if economic assistance’ 


|[Rummethardt} We want to help the Boamtans That iv 
what we are doing. Up to sow, the bulk of assistance to 
the Bosnians has heen provided by the European Union 


[Journalist] The Unned States want to ream the 
Bosmans. Is it not Comtrary to the peace agreements’ 
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[Rummethardi} From a multary Mandpont. we want 
an equilitnum. a jowest-<common-denomunation equilib- 
num. We maintais tha if there is moncy to help the 
Bosnians, « should be used for reconstruction and act 
destruction 


J surnalist] Would rearmung the Bosmians not be con- 
Wary to Oe peace agreements’ 


[Rummelhardt} hk is a politcal chowce: Money can 
either be spent to buy Cannons, of to build schools and 


howpitals We prefer to hurld schools and hospetals 


Vournalist} However, the Americans want to rearm the 
Bosmans Is this compatse with the peace agreements” 


[Rummethardt) If moncy 1s availadic. should it he used 
for asmaments’ We do not think that this 1s an approprn- 
ae opuon Seventy-five percent of the Bosman popula- 
von are benefitung from international humanitanan aid. 
which shows that the country is devastated, ravaged, 
that it must be reconstructed Consequently. if financial 
means arc availabic. they must be carmarkad — this 
is what we unk — for the reconstruction of Bosnia- 


Herzegovina 
France-Kuvait 


Vournalist} Can you confirm the press informatoon 
which says that Prance i puting pressure on Kuwart 
for it to buy the Prench sca-o-sea missiles’ 


[Rummelhardi} No, | cannot comment on u. 1 will sot 
vouch for the capression putting pressure Negotia- 
tons for the purchase of armament by Kowal are un- 
der way. The French products we the bes, We hope 
that Kuwait will buy the best products 


Middle F ast 


Vournalist} A Foreign Ministry official said that there 
was a comsnderatic divergence between the United 
States and Prence on the follow-up meeting to the 
Sharm-al-Shayth sume Can you confirm this infor. 
mation” 


(Rummelhardi| | unk that you are referring to an artx le 
published in LIBERATION. it appears that there was a 
@aft agenda. that we dad not — and stil! do not — think 
that thes draft agenda was wel!-halanced. and we want 1! 
to be well-Dalanced. Discussion is under way to revine 
the agenda As | told you yesterday, « 6 only normal 
that those who host a meeting should propose an agenda 
The other participants are reaching a decision on this 
proposal That is what is happening now In Washington 
tomorrow there wil! he a coordination meeting hefore 
the discussions begin to see how an agenda which cunts 
all the parucipants can he drafcd 


Vournalist) Ai what level ell thus meeting Lake place’ 
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[Rumemethardi) At the level of covil servants 
Journalist] What arc the tseucs sll pending” 


[Rummelhardt) 1 will not go into dewils. Before cach 
mecting some parlcipants wanl to raise some teeucs, 
others want to discuss other neues. We will know more 
about i tomorrow 


For us, the Sharm-ai-Shaykh mecting was a mect- 
ing wmed af comsolhdating and relaunching the peace 
process. The aim purpose of terrormm is to break the 
dynamic of peace im the region. That is why terrorism 
must not be given a chance to achieve its otyective. The 
peace process must he consolidated and relaunched 


Journalist} Will there be a preliminary meeting on this 
tor? 

[Rummethardi| Yes, there will he wome informa! mect- 
ing. The officials will meet before the opening of the 
mecting to know what cgends © I) he followed and then, 
when the mecting starts, the chairman of the mecuung — 
in thus case the U.S. President — will say: OK, I pro- 
pose this agenda. Do you have anything to add’ Would 
you like to modify such or such a pot’ 


[Journalist] What about EU copresdency’ 
[Rummethardt) This question is still pending 
Journalist] Do you mean it has not been settled’ 
[Rummethardt| Discussions are goung on 


Journalist} Can you confirm that Yasw ‘Arafat threat- 
ened not to attend tus meeting’ 


{[Rummelhardt| He is not supposed to attend anyway 
sence it will take place at the level of the civil servants 


[Journalist} Did Mr.’ Arafat tell you about his concerns” 


[Rummethardi| We are in permanent contact with al! 
oul partners, ath al! the Sharm-al-Shayk attendecs 


Journalist) Could the nacat follow-up meeting be held 
in Prance’ 


[Rummethardi| Two follow-up meeungs are sheduled 
The first is to be held this month in Washington at the 
crvil-servant level and the second one will he held af 
ministerial level. However, the place and the date have 
not yet heen agreed. lt showld he some time in April but 
nt has not heen decided. Nor the place 


Journalist} Would you like uf to he held os Pare’ 


[Rummethardt} Yea. aheolutely We ae ready to bowt 
this meeting 








Vounalist} What wu the position of France on the 
Geneva discussions on human nghts in China? 


[Rummethardt) France 1s showing full solsdanty with 1s 
EU partners. The talks among the Europeans are going 
on. | Qunk that they should yield some resuli by the 
tume the European Council! mat in Tone 


Journalist} Would you like to see a resolubon Condemn- 
ing the buman nights violatons in China’ 


[Rummethardt} We want a jount EU position 


Uournalist] is & not a case of double standards’ Can yo: 
comfemn the human nghts violavons by China without 
condemning those by lsraci’” 


[Rummethardi) lt is not a quesvon of double standards 
There & a constant Preach position 


(Journalist) Whach is’ 


[Rummeihardt| Denouncing human nghts violations and 
work for respect for them 


Prence: Land Porces Chief on Defense 
Restructuring 


112703214396 Luxembourg RTL Radio Network 
in French O645 GMT 27 Mar 


[imerview with Preach General Monchal, cue of Gen- 
eral Staff of the Prench Land Forces, by correspon- 
dent Michelle Cotta on 27 March, place sot given — 
recorded} 


(PBIS Translated Text} (Cotta) Good morning. Today, 
a important semunar of the general staf, of the land 
forces us beang fiid oo Chantilly in the framework of the 
defense restructuring announced by the government To- 
day. also. an inter-munesternal delegate for the restructur- 
ing of the defense wil! be appornted at a cabunct meeting 
So, how are you goung to tackle the problem of the land 
forces’ dimension — with concern, anuicty, or calm’ 


[Monchal) Calmly. of course. | have already said 
there is fo tension im the amy af present. There are 
many questions and indeed. this semunar. which you 
have mentioned. aims to respond to some of these 


Questions 


[Cotta] However, following the decision to make the 
amy professonal, taken by the pressdent on 22 Febru- 
ay 4) regoment we destined to he disbanded betwen 
now and the year 2002. How will you select these reg- 
iments ’ 


[Monchal] Well. we are goimg io bring into play a 
certam sumiber of crnerna for that The first critera wil! 
he the hurnan dimension fi will he necessary io manage 
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these wansivons im the most humane way posse 
Afterward, of course, we will take as criteria the cost- 
effectiveness, and the minister will, according to all that, 
add the political criteria to make the relevant chowes 


(Cotta) You have already done away with many regy- 
ments in the years that you have been the head of the 
land forces. What exactly happens’ Can one indefinitely 
lammat the number of regiments like that’? Without look- 
ing at the important human prodiems’ 


{[Monchal] | think that we are going to reach a thweshold, 
a threshold beyond which u will be difficull to go. 
because first of all, the structure of the land forces 
cannot mect the government's targets. Purthermore. 
this ts a threshold because the more we disband the 
regiments — and we already have dishanded some 60 
regiments in the last five years — the more and more 
difficult it becomes 


(Cotta) You said that everybody us calm. General Jean- 
Claude Bertin, who is the director of the military staff 
of the land forces, has just written im a white paper, 
and | quote, that the land forces have never ceased. 
over the years, to endure successive reorganizations, and 
he adds, the military staf! ave increasingly sensitive to 
the prevalent general moiosity Thus these restructuring 


plans are inghtening 


[Monchal, interrupting) | think that he is talking about 
& sensitivity to the prevalent general morosity, but us 
is mot linked directly to this protiem of restructuring 
1 think that General Bertin has made a cucelient 
contribution from an cxtremely liberal study on the 
management of human resources, bul the contacts | 
have with the different men, and | will have more thus 
weekend, and that | had al) last week. show that my 


analysis is cnurely adapted to the situahon 


(Cotta) The planned reduction of the cadres foresees thai 
the armies will lay off 15.09 cadres, but that the land 
forces will be the most affected. Does « appear to you 
that 1 will be diffi.ult to Nandic’ How is one going to 
say to the army cadres: Okay, « ts finished now, on to 
something new’ 


[Monchal) Well, first of all, there will be a relatively 
mmted sumber — | hope that the law on programmung 
will confirm thi — of cadres who should leave the land 
forces mm the next we years 


[Cotta] How many — 1000, | San” 


[Monchal) Approumately #000 cadres. | S00 officers 
and 6.500 soe<ommuwonad officers | Genk that or 
will he atic to retrain them. fire of all, withen the 
Gefense sector, wnce the gendarmerie has to recrum « 
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few more cadres, and perhaps, in other forms of national 
service, through the debate taking place al the moment 


(Coma) is a second carcer envisaged for a certain 
sumber of officers’? What would be needed for that’ 


(Moachal] This is nothing new. I think that often, and in 
parucular. the non-commussioned officers are retrained 
and very well retrained to enter the civil sector. What is 
needed first of all is the recognition of them expernence 
They do not necessarily have any qualifications, but they 
have a wide experience in many domains 


[Cotta] How can one judge the expenence of somebody’ 


[Monchal) Well, | think that it is necessary to endeavor 
to work with the member of staff, to sce his effective- 
ness, and also, it is necessary thal the navonal education 
and other state services recognize this cxpernence even 
if this perhaps means resitting for particular qualifica- 
vons of specific exams 


[Cotta] In this professional army. the amy docs not 
as such really need any more conscripts, apart from a 
small sumbvs, but how many are needed and with wha 
qualificatvions’ 

[Monchal] First of all, over the next six years, the 
land forces will need conscripts during the so-called 
transition phase. Thercafier, | think we will need above 
all a professional army, and according to the results of 
the debate taking place a the mocnent, we will perhaps 
be able to integrate a small sember of conscripts. 
into the framework of a reforsne) compulsory national 
service 


(Cotta) This restructuring creates problems within not 
only the army but also the communes and political sf! 
who we in place. Laurent Fatwus [leader of Socialist 
Party caucus in the National Assembly) fears, he says. 
& massive upheaval. Does the word upheaval seem to 
you shocking of excessive’ 


[Moachal) Listen. | cannot judge a politician You 
understand this very wel! 


(Cota! No, of course 


[Moachal) For me, | dunk that in cach commune where 
regiment will disappear, i is advisable to accept 
is change. and the delegation for restructuring. which 
was set up by the defense minister several years ago 
provides « certain sumber of means to facilitate this 
change 


(Cotta) As regards means. the profesional amy will 
be expensive Do you consider that you have sufficient 
financial means’ There again. in figures. the deficut 
pauses) that is to say, SO Dillion francs. and that we 
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do not have cnough moncy and that we are SO tullion 
short 


([Monchal] | think tha we have to be very precise 
Indeed, a professional amy would be very cupeasive 
if we were to maintain the same level, and the same 
structure, bul you know that the last vote on planning 
and the forthcoming onc, there will be a cut in the cost 
of 20 billhoe. Thus, in fact, this professional army will 
cost the nation 20 billion less because the army will be 
smalier 


[Cotta] The last aspect concerns the change in the mil- 
itary service. Are you dreading thal with the disappear- 
ance of the national service as it functions today, that the 
Freech youth will be removed from the problems of de- 
fense. Are the links between the French and the national 
defense essenual on the scale of republican values” 


[Monchal} Of course. The links between the French and 
the national defense is casential, and it is the role not 
only of the armies, who will continue to do ut through 
the means that we would like them to provide to us, 
but also of the family, national education, and you, the 
media, tO Present us, in 4 Positive Way to the navon 


[Cotta] But you are still in favor of a reduced compul- 


sory mulitary service, open to 10 percent, not compul- 
sory, hut open to 10 percent of the population 


[Monchal] During this period of discussion, it is not 
our business to influence the poliucal decision-makers 
in whatever it is. It 1s a question of giving evidence, and 
1 will testify cach time | am asked about the way young 
people Sehave in the national service in what we have 
heen adic to achieve with them, in particular, in former 
Yugoslavia, and in the way we will be able to employ 
them 


\Cotta) Thank you, General Monchal 


France: Air France ‘Hit Jackpot’ at U.S. Airtine 
Talks 


BRI7031.°°096 Paris LIBERATION im French 
27 Mar % piy 


[Report signed “AS. The Aviation Hatchet Buried’ | 


[PBIS Translated Excerpt) The intuition of the Preach 
authorities was right on The US. battle cry m the 
form of its refusal to permit roughly SOD Aw Prance 
flights was intended to increase the preceure before 
the surmemt (hat was held yesterday between the two 
countries secretaries of state for transport. The summut 
was planned hack in February, with an agenda thu was 
respected in full Launching discussions to negotiate a 


Milateral agreement im the a taneport industry The 
Prench are refusing to use the term ‘open skies 








a agreement, can also be happy. No specific schedule 
has yet been fixed. As a source close to the talks em- 
phasized yesterday: “By the time a bilateral agreement 
between France and the United States sees the light of 
Gay, Air Prance will have had ume to recover.” For that 
is Certainly the aim sought by the Preach “To achieve a 
balanced agreement, wh . presupposes having access 
to the internal U.S. market enabling Air Prance to con- 
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clude commercial agreements with a US. airline.” one 
source Closely involved with the dossier sand yesterday 
Following Americ. Airlines, tt is sow US An that is 


ip the running to form an alliance with Air Prance 

Al the eng of this six-day tug-of-war, the two partes 
seemed to be delighted. “We are satisfied with the 
agreement.” Charlies Hunmcutt, US. undersecretary of 
state for transport, sand at the close of the mecting 
His Preach counterpart, Anne-Marie idra, was also 
happy with the ture of events. “We have concluded 
a good agreement that will enable us to reconsida 
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» tesult of the end of their historic hostility and rivalry: 
without them, here is no Europe. Of course nobody can 
force the Buropean nabons to agree to thew basis for an 
accord on the important issues, alhest’ monetary union 
will noi be being discussed in Turin.” In shor, there 
is & directorate. “That is not truc. If a directorate were 
to be set up. Burope would disappear. t would simply 
hecome a nonsense — 


We asked Mrs. Agnelli. withou. beating about the bush. 
if Raly is inside oF outside the real unification process, 
monetary union. We were given a two-cigod 
answer: The political will is there, while 4 realistic 
mance suggests there is a hint of dGowtt. “We are doing 
to be party to European unification = 

stage, namely January 1999 Everybody. 
Foreagn Minister Kiaus Konkel, is talking 
imtegration. With the prospect of a Burope 
24 states — because af (hes juncture that is 
we we talking about — it is clear that schedules 
it will have to be adopted and insvtuvonal suneranes 
to & will have to be diversified. Bul « may just 
Ow Meme to joi the first group, samely the 
counties which adapt the curo as them Common 
Currency, fails. In that case, | would suggest that ut is 
preferable to have a Europe that is established and thai 
works, possibly with a waiting list whnch we would be 


i 
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voting and to cul back the powers of veto. Yet. wm the 
bovine spongifarm encephalopathy | mad cow dusecase | 
afta for imstance. even veterinary surgeoms have been 
voting according to thew nabonal colors. “Universal 
consensus ts impossitie. We must decade in what arcas 
uhanitmty is necessary. for crample security and Certain 
common foreign poly decisions, and im what aces 
can be avoided. The ltalian BU presidency is not comung 
to the conference with preconceived ideas, bul thal is 
ow onentabon im principle 


Andreotti, Statesman on Trial for Mahe Crimes 


People say that Prance has conducted a sort of shadow 
presidency of our sit-month term. preempung every 
deadline with its own decisions. “No, thal is not ruc 
Our Prench friesds may like the idea that people think 
they ae acting betuad the scenes of al) the importan 
decimons, bul that really has not been the case.” Wha 
about the amused. and someumes downngt sarcastic. 
comments in the European press’ ltahan presidencies 
always clictt the sarcast wit of others because thal 
wit is to be found first and foremost in our own press 
That is where the comedy stars.” Was [former Foreign 
Minister] Antonio Martino, then, so off track when he 
foreshadowed the Euro-skepuc criucisms of Maastricht 
currently on everybody's lips’ “Deputy Martino added a 
lot of his own suspicious and incredulous temperament 
to his Buro-skepticiem. Bul what | see prevailing is not 
so much Buro-skepucism as Euro-horedom All these 
things people repeat in liturgical fashion are always 
the same and end up boring people: Just Gunk of the 
halian clecvon campaign But in actual fact, skepticiem 
is the prerogative of the integrated and the opulent. The 
Countnes pressing to pon are Euro-enthusiasis 


According to Ambassador Sergio Romano, Europe is 
not capable of presentung itself with a strong identity 
to renegotiate its relationship with the Unned states 
“The ambassador is a man of rare intelligence and 
perception, but he is too harsh with Burope. in actus’ 
fact the Americans, too, have need of Burope in order 
to conduct the world leadership which ts their due. and 
which is in our interest too © Your most attenu ve listener 
and highest-ranking interiocwicr in the Senate ts Grulio 
Andreotti, 4 statesman on wial for Mafia crimes... “Yeu, 
he pownted out that in our country fortign policy tends to 
Guappess around clection ime, and | replied that that 
i Ciactly the opposite of what happens in America 
Andreoth + speeches are always very imtelligent and 
righ on target. Now there is 4 man who understands 
foreign policy lke the back of hue hand 








[Cembrero] What is Spain looking for’ 
(Westendorp) We want to bring the EU up to date, Day- 


of its history and increase i's efficiency. We will push 
ahead with further integration and increase its demo- 
cratk representation. That means that more account 
should be taken of the fact that we are the fifth largest 
state in the EU in terms of population 


[Cembrero) What docs dis mean for the Buropeap 
Commission’ 


(Westendorp) The best solu would he for there to he 
pust 13 commussoners instead of the current 20. chosen 
by the president of the Commission a the proposal of 
the governments and taking into account the North. 
South geographical balance We cannot accept there 
being just one Commissioner per country if each one 
only has one vote 


[Cembrero) What about the Cownci! of Ministers’ 


(Westendorp) We need to improve the democratic 
representation. To do that we heve to correct the 
CACeSt VE OVErTepresentavon of the less populated states 
by giving more votes to the more populated ¢ cuntnes 
These wil] be the most sensitive issues of negotiabons 
jeceuse Gere  « Giving lime between Giese two 


Categories of Countries 


[(Comérero) Would that also mean having to generalize 
the use of qualified majanty voung” 


(Westendorp, Yea. except for issues cach as the enlarge 
ment © new members of the funding of the EL We are 
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is favor of the majornty votre even being used 2 ace 
such as the covironment, as long as the Costly Gecimons 
we we forced to make are funded by the EU) 


(Cembrero] How would you wmprove the defective EU 
foreign policy” 


[Westendorp] ht needs to be given a face and 4 vouwe 
The geners! secretary of the Council of Ministers should 
be a politician and not a senior civil servant and should 
be a man to embody and lead this policy im association 
with the foreign minister of the country tha: occupies 
the EU presidency and the president >f the Commission 
He should be able to rely on an cupert analysis group 


[Cembrero} What 1s Spam looting for in terms of police 
and pudicial Cooper ation” 


[Westendorp] We want everything to develop in the 
same way as the pruciple of granting entry visas to the 
nationals of third countries. Whether of not 8 Country is 


put on the list was decided unanimously before but now 
it 6 & majority decision. We also want to see 4 stop pul 
to poluucal asylum in one member state for the citizens 
of another member state who are accused of Commuting 
terrorist acts 


(CemPrero) What about employment’ 


[Westendorp) We know that that will continue to be 
a mater for cah member state and the different 
economic operators, bul we will insist on reaching 
mmcreased Coordination between the Fifteen to promote 
yom creavon through measures that would he enshrined 
in the new treaty. Morsover, the social protocol must 
he part of the new woaty 


(Cembrero) is the Unned Kingdom the main obstacle 
for progress” 


[Westendorp] ht is the loudest proponent of the view 
of Guropean construction that most of the Buropeas 
partners ivject. According to London, Burope means 
imergovernmental Cooperation and the perfecung of the 
single marti: Fortunately. the Unwed Kingdom is sul! 
following the path of the mnajonty and grosso mado. it 
agrees with the ideas | have outlined 


[CembPrero) Does the People's Party share you wews’ 


[Westendorp) Yes. We have worked them owt together 
in recent years. devising s Consensual powrvon through 
the Jom Congress. Senate Commince for Buropeas 
aftaws We remained in close Comtact and there was total 


agreement in light of the forthcoming Turm meeting 








Turkey: Demirel Interviewed on Ties on Eve of 
U.S. Visit 


TA2703175896 Ankara TRT Television Network 


has said that under the changing world conditions, 
Turkish-U.S. relations have gained more importance 
than ever. On the eve of his visit to the United States, 


the United States to all fields and that it does not favor 
keeping the ties limited to their strategic aspect. 
Commenting on the economic and military aid the 
United States extends to Turkey, Demirel said the 

this aid resulting from outside intervention 

in the interests of cither country. He 
that the reduction will not only hurt bilateral 
but will also prevent Turkey from fulfilling its 
a source of stability in a region where 
in danger. 


to @ question on the solution of the Cyprus 
and on relations with Greece, the president 
out that the unilateral initiatives Turkey repeat- 
took in connection with the Cyprus problem have 
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always favored a result-oriented, constructive dialogue 
to solve its problems with Greece. 


Demirel recalled that the U.S. Department of Commerce 
describes Turkey as one of the largest of the 10 up-and- 
coming commercial markets in the world. That is why, 
Demirel said, Turkish and U.S. firms can cooperate in 
many fields. 


In his interview, Demirel stated that terrorism is a 


campaigns and blood-stained terrorist acts must be well 
understood. [passage omitted] 


Turkey: Yilmaz’s Views on Provide Comfort 
Detailed 


NC2703155796 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 
in English 27 Mar 96 


[Received via Internet] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text) ANKARA — Prime Minister 
Mesut Yilmaz said the Parliament will vote Thursday 
[28 March] on a new mandate extension for the Oper- 
ation Provide Comfort (OPC). but ruled out continuing 
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stay for the Western planes protecting Iraqi Kurds under 
the existing status. 


Yilmaz, who heads a center-right minority coalition 
between his Motherland Party (ANAP) and the True 
Path Party (DYP), said the new three-month term 
would enable his government to carry out the necessary 
changes in the status governing the OPC. 


Under the OPC which dates to 1991, a US.-British- 
French air force comprising 48 warplanes and an array 
of support aircraft and helicopters patrol an air exclusion 
zone north of the 36th parallel to deter an Iragi attack 
on Kurds administering their “safe haven” in the north. 
Despite the agitation by opposition parties which blame 
the OPC for the “power vacuum” in northern Irag 
facilitating entrenchment there of Turkey's own rebel 
Kurds, Turkish governments have pushed through past 
extensions without difficulty, arguing that the presence 
of the force allows Turkey to soften Western reaction to 
its incursions into Iraq in pursuit of the separatist rebels. 


The Turkish and American officials are currently en- 
gaged in negotiations for a new format to the OPC that 
would address the concerns. These reportedly include 
more clearly defined “rules of engagement” to prevent 
skirmishes between the Western planes and Iraqi units 
which, in the past caused headaches for Turkey. 


Despite the current efforts to improve the terms of the 
OPC and the military recommended new extensions 
without setting a time limit, the government this time 
needs the support of the opposition Democratic Left 
Party (DSP) for the new extension deemed vital by the 
United States and its European allies. 


Although having promised to provide indirect support 
to the coalition by blocking no-confidence votes, DSP 
leader Bulent Ecevit recently made his support to the 
OPC extension conditional on guarantees that ii would 
not harm Turkey's security, and the interests of the 
Turkmens in northern Iraq would also be safeguarded. 
Ecevit, openly suspecting the United States of trying 
to set up an independent Kurdish state in northern 
Iraq, also sought guarantees that the OPC would not 
undermine Iraq's territorial unity. 


Addressing his party's deputies, Yilmaz said the (mili- 
tary dominated advisory body) National Security Coun- 
cil had left the duration of the new mandate to the gov- 
ernment, adding that his governmeni would explain to 
the United States and other allies the impossibility of 
keeping the OPC under its present status. 


Noting that the OPC was first launched for the self 
repatriation of about a million Iraqi Kurds who fied to 
Iran and Turkey after their failed uprising in 1991 and 
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later to provide security for those who returned, Yilmaz 
said over the five years thal passed since then every 
exicasion was supposedly made for the “last ume.” 


The prime minister said it was not possible to say from 
now for how long the OPC would be needed, but it 
was definite that it will not stay under the same status 
which has given rise to wornes concerning Turkey's 
own security. 


Yilmaz said the opponents of the OPC focused mainly 
on the “void of authority” it is said to have created 
(by curtailing Baghdad's sovereignty in the area) and 
the umbrella the Western plancs allegediy provided 
for activities which may in time disrupt the territorial 


integrity of Iraq. 


But on the other hand, Yilmaz argued thal putting 
an immediate end to the mandate of the OPC would 
amount to an hostile act towards Turkey's allics. He 
said, therefore, the government was secking (0 be given 
a “reasonable time” to permit a smooth phase-out. 


He said by limiting the last extension to three months, 
Turkey had given the message to its allies that it needed 
So, the government will request on Thursday another 
three months which it will make use of to carry out 
comprehensive improvements. 


These, he said will cover enhanced Turkish control 
on the operations of the Western force, plus some 
afrangements that will climinate the Turkish worries 
regarding Iraq's territorial unity. 


“We shall explain all our wornes to our allies, starting 
with the United States, in plain terms. We shall tell 
them that it is not possible for this government to push 
through the extension by itself” 


Meanwhile, pro-islamic Welfare Party (RP) made clear 
that it will keep agitating ageinst the presence of the 
Western force. 


Addressing the RP deputies who make up the strongest 
faction in the $S0-seat parliament, veteran Islamist 
Necmettin Erbakan charged that the main objectives of 
the OPC was to serve the U.S. interests, to turn Muslims 
against fellow Muslims and create tensions in the region. 


He said no independent country could accept the pres- 
ence of a foreign military force on its soil. 


Erbakan said in contrast to the consistency of RP's 
opposition to the Provide Comfort. other partes which 
opposed the extension of its mandate in the past were 
now championing its extension. 
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Erbakan also accused Ecevit of contributing to the 
dismemberment of Iran [as published] while professing 
care for its unity. 


Turkey: Oymen’s Talks With Moscow Described 
NC2703171996 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 
in English 27 Mar 96 


[Received via Internet} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] ANKARA — Foreign Ministry 
Undersecretary Onur Oymen, on completing official 
talks in Moscow with senior Russian officials, predicted 
on Tuesday [26 March] the beginning of a new “era in 
ties” between the two countries. 


“We were met with very close understanding. We also 
found the opportunity to clear up some speculation that 
had previously come out in the press. A new era in our 
ties 18 beginning,” Oymen said. 


Oymen held seven hours of talks on Monday with 
Deputy Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov during which, of- 
ficial sources say, the whole range of issues concerning 
bilateral Turco-Russian ties were taken up in a “frank 
and open manner.” The ANATOLIA NEWS AGENCY 
quoted Oymen on Tuesday telling Turkish reporters dur- 
ing a briefing on his talks with Russian officials that they 
had also seen at first hand that means exist to also settle 
the outstanding problems between the two countries. 


Oymen said that there would be increased diplomatic 
traffic between Turkey and Russia in the coming period 
and indicated that the Russian side had accepted Turkish 
Foreign Minister Emre Gonensay’s invitation to Foreign 
Minister Yevgeniy Primakov to visit Turkey. 


He said that the Russian foreign minister would be vis- 
iting Turkey in April or May and added that Gonensay 
would be visiting Moscow, although the date for this is 
still to be set. 


Oymen also indicated that the long-awaited visit by 
President Boris Yeltsin to Turkey would have to wait at 
least until after the elections in Russia planned for June. 


He also announced that First Deputy Prime Minister 
Oleg Soskovets would be visiting Turkey in the shortest 
possible time to attend the meetings of the Turkish- 
Russian mixed Economic Committee. 


According to information provided by Oymen the Turk- 
ish and Russian sides also agreed that the undersecre- 
tanies of the two countries should meet twice a year to 
exchange ideas on bilateral and regional issues of con- 
cern to Ankara and Moscow. 


The sides also agreed to have meeting between techni- 
cians from the two countr’cs on the Middle East peace 
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process, and cooperation against organized crime, ter- 
om, and Greg , 

Oymen went on to say that they had received very 
positive signals from the Russian side on the question 
of preventing the activities of the Kurdistan Worker's 
Party (PKK) in Russia. 

He said he had received assurances from Deputy For- 
eign Minister igor Ivanov that they were trying hard to 
prevent the activities of the PKK. which is outlawed in 
Turkey. 

“There is a working group set up within the framework 
of the Sharm al-Shaykh process and it is going to meet 
in Washington soon. Turkey and Russia will cooperate 
“The relevant officials form the two foreign ministries 
dealing with illegal activities will also meet soon to 
discuss joint actions against terrorism,” Oymen said. 
Oymen also disclosed that the Russian side had pre- 
vented a radio station that the PKK was trying to set up 
on Russian soil. 

Asked if he believed the Russian’s were sincere in these 
promises, Oymen said that keeping promises was the 
basis of good will in bilateral relations between nations. 


"We predict that they will keep their words and are 
expecting them to,” Oymen said. 

He went on to indicate that the Russian side was sat- 
isfied with Turkey's position on the Chechen crisis but 
still mentioned the concern that Moscow felt because 
of individual actions in Turkey in connection with this 
Oymen said he had also underlined in his talks with 
his Russian colleagues that Turkey also stood opposed 
to actions such as the hijacking of ferry boats, and 
raiding of hospitals which the Chechen rebels have done 
recently. 


Touching on the subject of pipelines to carry Caspian 
oil to world markets, Oymen said there was much 
speculation in the press on this subject and added that 
doubts resulting from such speculation had been cleared 
up during his talks with Ivanov. 


“Russia in a very open manner told us this: “We do not 
desire to sce one country hold the monopoly over the 
whole of the oil in Central Asia and the Caucasus or 
over the pipelines involved. Of course all of this will be 
done by means of multilateral pipeline projects. We do 
not object to one of these pipelines running from Baku 
to Ceyhan (on Turkey's Mediterranean coast). In fact 
we are even prepared to cooperate with Turkey in this 
regard,’” Oymen said. 





FBIS-WEU-96-061 
28 March 1996 


also understood the mounting 
ver the increased msk to the 
environment that would attend the increased tanker 
traffic going through the Turkish Straits as Caspian oi! 
is transported to world markets. 


But, he said, the Russian side did not bring up the 
issue of Turkey's tightening of security regulations for 


ships going through the straits — an issue over which 
Moscow has voiced displeasure in the past. 


He added that the two sides had also arrived at 
an agreement in principle that Turkmenistan natural 
gas should be transported to Turkey over Russia and 
Georgia. 

Providing information on other agreements the two 
countries have arrived at, Oymen said that Turkey 
would, over a 15-year period, buy hard coal from Russia 
valued at $$00 million. 


The sides also agreed that there were possibilities for 
the two countries to cooperate in areas such as the 
reconstruction of Bosnia-Herzegovina, and joint projects 
in Central Asia, China and other Far Eastern countries 


They agreed to encourage private companies from the 
two Countries in this context. 


Russia also removed the obstacles it had placed on 
Turkish Airlines flights from Istanbul to Osaka in Japan 
which will represent a five hour shortening of the route 
between these two points and also create the possibility 
of direct flights to Beijing. 


The Russian also informed the Turkish side that 11 
was planning on bringing an exemption from visas on 


diplomatic passports and on relaxing visa requirements 
for businessmen. 


Turkey: Foreign Ministry ‘Cautious’ on Mideast 
Alliance 


TA2703170796 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1545 GMT 27 Mar % 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Ankara, March 27 (AA.) — 
Ankara on Wednesday said it was against any kind of 
formation which will lead to the formation of groups 


Foreign Ministry deputy spokesman Nurettin Nurkan 
recalled that news reports appeared carly this year 
saying efforts were underway to form a strategic alliance 
between Israel, Turkey, Egypt. Jordan and the United 
States. “Our ministry had made a statement at the time 
saying that Ankara had not received such a proposal 
and stressed that Ankara so far was cautious about the 
formation of any kinds of groups in the region. 


Nurkan said President Suleyman Demure! had to respond 
tO a similar question last week during his visit to Egypt. 
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adding Demirel had told them that Turkey opposed 
these formations in the region and stressed thal such 
formations may damage the peace process to which 
Turkey strongly extends its support. 


Turkey: Officials on EU, Greek Positions on Yilmaz 
Offer 


NC2703154096 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 
in English 27 Mar 96 


[Report by Nazlan Ertan — received via Internet) 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} ANKARA — Despite 
Athens’ determined veto thai prevented the Turco- 
European Union Association Council meeting, Ankara 
clung to its olive branch, insisting that the prime 
minister's offer of “unconditional dialogue” was still 
on the agenda. 


“Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz's offer was not a move 
to lift the Greek veto before the Association Council. 
This is an important offer which opens a new front to 
Turkey and we hope that Greece will accept it after de- 
liberation,” Foreign Ministry deputy spokesman Nuret- 
tin Nurkan told the TURKISH DAILY NEWS [TDN] 
after the postponement of the Association Council. 


Ankara, although blaming the postponement on Greece, 
said that the European Union must be aware thal any 
failure to carry out obligations by the European Union 
was “an attitude that had legal consequences.” In a state- 
ment released on Tuesday [26 March}, Ankara reminded 
the European Union that the delay of contractual obliga- 
tions related to the customs union due to “th.rd factors” 
outside the scope of the customs union was unacceptabie 
and would lead Turkey to reassess its own obligations 
toward the EU. 


The statement said that Ankara had received a telephone 
call from Italian Foreign Minister Susanna Agonelli, 
who said that the “Fourteen” firmly supported Turkey's 
“comprehensive peace initiative to Greece.” [passage 
omitted] 


On Monday, Ankara withheld comment on the Greek 
reaction to the Turkish offer until its ambassador to 
Greece, Umit Pamir, met with the Greek prime min- 
ister, Konstandinos Simutis. The carly negative reacuon 
of Dhimitrios Reppas, a Greek government spokesman, 
was brushed aside by Ankara as “not a deliberated re- 
sponse,” although Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz admit- 
ted that the “Greek side did not come up with the posi- 
tive response Turkey expected.” Ambassador Pamir met 
with Simitis on Tuesday morning, delivering him Yii- 
maz's offer of “unconditional dialogue and a compre- 
hensive peace process” which did not rule out going to 
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the International Court of Justice if dialogue and third 
party mediation filed. 


Pamir, coming out of the one-hour meeting, said thal 
he had explained to Simiuss the developments that led 
to Yilmaz’s declaration, 2s wel! a3 the new prime min- 
ister's policies and new approach towards the bilateral 
relations. 


While Simitis’ response is not known, Greek diplomatic 
sources in Ankara indicate that the Greek government 
will need time to assess the offer fully. 


The European Union also appeared willing to ‘give 
both countries time” in its decision to postpone the 
Association Council meeting, which was scheduled for 
Marsch 26, but was cancelled late on Monday night, after 


hours of telephone diplomacy. 


“The problem stems from Turco-Greek problems.” Ital- 
ian Foreign Minister Susanna Agnelli said. “We hope 
they will solve their problems quickly.” Declaring the 
“positive impact” of Yilmaz’s statements, Agnelli nev- 
ertheless, said that the Greek side must he given time 
to assess the offer. 


She also admitted that there had been ‘discussions 
among Greece and its European Union partners but 
carefully refrained from calling them “prodiems.” 


Behind the Curtain 


According to Turkish diplomats, Greece's insistent veto 
has caused Greece to be isolated, particularly when the 
“Fourteen” had already agreed upon a draft that was 
presented to Turkey during the three hours of “flowing 
drafts” between Ankara and Brussels. 


The draft, which Ankara accepted around 10 p.m. on 
Monday night, was vetoed by Greece because the drafi 
welcomed Yilmaz’s weekend declaration. The draft said 
that Yilmaz’s words “set out a number of principles 
for the improvement of relations’ between the two 
countries. 


The draft sand that if Yilmaz’s statements could be 
implemented, it would open a new chapter in Turco- 
Greek relations 


While the draft made a reference in respect to territorial 
integrity, it fell short of meeting Greece's demand that 
“Greek territory is also the territory of Europe.” The 
draft's reference to the International Court of Justice 
also fell short of Greek demands. lt urged both sides 
to decide upon ‘appropriate measures and to identify 
them with respect to international law. including the 
option of going to the International Court of Justice of 
secking third-party mediation, if both sides agreed to 1 
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When Greece blocked the draft, the others debated 
whether t pass it as a declaration of the “Fourteen”, 
but Greece argued thal the “Fourteen Plus One” formula 
could not be valid because this was an issue of vital 
nauional interest to Greece. 


While the “Fourteen” kept pressing Greece for the 
removal of its veto, an atmosphere of optimism was 
seen in Ankara — as opposed to the earlier pessimism 
on the very same moment Turkish 
political and diplomatic circles attended the Greek 
National Day Celebrations. Around 9 p.m. a senior 
prime ministerial aide said, “Everything is fine, the 
meeting will take place. Two hours later, it was 
announced that the meeting was postponed. 


Despite the postponement of the meeting. Ankara sul! 
claims that Turkey had come out of the whole case with 
substantial gains, particularly after a statement by term- 
presidency Italy that “Turks and Greeks should solve 
their problems in a plaiform independent of the customs 
union.” A Prench Foreign Ministry spokesman made a 
similar declaration in Paris, saying that the European 
Union, as Fifteen, had already agreed upon the customs 
“Financial cooperation is also agreed upon and has to 
be respected by the Fifteen,” he said. 


The spokesman acknowledged that there were “some 
Turco-Greek conflicting points” but this was a separate 
question from the customs union. 


“The method to solve them is another question. Those 
differences may be solved between Turkey and Greece, 
and the method to solve this difference is dialogue 
between Greece and Turkey, which might be facilitated 


by the European Union,” he said. 
Turkey: Gonensay's Messages to Neighbors 
Reported 


NC2703203096 Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 
23 Mar % pis 


[Report by Muharrem Sarikaya 
Neighbors | 

(FBIS Translated Text) Foreign Minister Emre Go- 
nensay has conveyed important messages to four of 
Turkey's neighbors. He informed Russia that he will 
make an effort to promote relations between the two 
countries to a very high level. He informed Greece that 
he hopes it will respond to Prime Minister Mesut Yil- 
maz's favorable message. 


Emre Gonensay has said that “Turkey has been dissat- 
ised with Syria” Regarding Iran. he asserted that re- 
lavons between the two countries are normal. 


“Message to Four 


FBIS-WEUL-96-061 
28 March 1996 


Gonensay has replied to HURRIYET s questions. Asked 
to comment on Turkey's relations with Russia, which 
has hinted that it will “support the Workers Party of 
Kurdistan” if Ankara supports Dzhokhar Dudayev in 
Chechnya, he said: “We have always wanted to promot 
Turkey's economic and political relavons with Russia 
to a very high level. We want to improve cooperation 
between the two countries. It is very important for us 
and we have mentioned it in the past. We also have 
tried to promote our relations.” 


Gonensay asserted that Foreign Ministry Under Secre- 
tary Onur Oymen will visit Moscow to remove the chill 
the Chechaya problem has created between Turkey and 
Russia. He said that he held talks with Foreign Minis- 
ter Yevgeniy Primakov at the Sharm al-Shaykh summit 
in Egypt and noted that Primakov invited him to visit 
Moscow. 


Emre Gonensay said that he will visit Moscow shortly 
after Onur Oymen’s visit. Swessing that Turkey's ap 
proach to the problem in Chechnya is quite clear, he 
asserted that Ankara wants a peaceful solution to be 
found. 


Gonensay's messages to the other three neighbors were 
as follows: 


1. Syria: The amount of water Turkey allows to flow into 
Syria is more than Syria needs. We are dissatisfied with 
Syria's approach on terrorism. Syria moving to with- 
draw the support it gives to the terrorist organization is 


very important. Damascus must create an a'mosphere of 
confidence in its relavons with Turkey 


2. Greece: We want the dialogue between the two 
countries to be resumed in an atmosphere of mutual 
confidence. Prime Minister }esut Yilmaz has called 
for a dialogue on the establishment of peace. He has 
created an opportunity for talks between the two sides 
1 am confident that the Greek Government will respond 
to his message and that a dialogue will be established 
to resolve the existing problems 


3. Iran: The file on the assassinations has not yet been 
conveyed to the Foreign Ministry. The matter has been 
transferred to the judicial organs. We are waiting for the 
file and for the claims to be clarified 


Turkey: RP Criticizes ‘Anti-Religious’ Measures in 
Army 

NC2703232696 Istanbul TURKIVE in Turkish 

24 Mar % pis 


[Report by Senol Ates} 


[FBIS Translated Text} Ankara — RP (Welfare Party) 
Draytabalur deputy Yakup Hatipoglu asked Intenor 
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Minister Ulu Guney if prayers are allowed ai the 
chapels in the army barracks, if the high ranking officers 
ae permitted to say prayers in the barracks, and if there 
are orders to pull down the minarets of the barrack 
chapels. 
RP’s Hatipoglu submitted a mouon to the parliament 


circular to the Gendarmerie units on 15 February 1996 
ordering the pulling down of the minarets constructed 
with government moncy from discarded barrels welded 
together. The circular also prohibits the ranking person- 
nel from attending prayers at the chapels in the mil- 
itary installations. The circ ‘ar also states that hence- 
forth prayers will not be said in barracks’ chapels, the 
voice devices will be removed, and the imams from the 
Religious Affairs Directorate will not wear their official 
robes and turbans and instead will use the khaki color 
special imam robes as specified in Armed Forces regu- 
lations. Is this information correct? Does this situation 


reported that the cadets in the naval, air, and land forces 
are being expelled from the army if found praying or 
living according to religious and moral precepts. Are all 


gion is being conducted under the pretext of secularism. 


Claiming that following a circular issued by General 
Teoman Koman, the commander of the Gendarmerie 
Force, “a campaign of enmity against religion is being 
conducted in the military institutions under the pretext 
of secularism,” Asilturk said: “The army is the crucible 
of the Prophet. You cannot both prohibit the soldier's 
faith and then order him to die for the fatherland. This 
is NOt possible. it will bring no benefit to those who are 


engaged in of who promote enmity against religion.” 
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Turkey: Defense Reacts to Interior's Remarks on 
Army 


TA2603141496 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 25 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] National Defense Minister 
Oltan Sunguriu has said that the remarks in an Interior 
Ministry directive concerning the Turkish Army are 
out of line and disturbing. He added: The remarks 
concerning the Turkish Army and its commanders are 
not truce. The whole army, including all levels of 
command, share our beliefs. Sungurlu visited soldiers 
who were wounded during the fight against terrorism in 
southeast Anstolia and who were being treated al the 
Gulhane Military Faculty of Medicine. 


In reply to a question on his assessments of criticism 
leveled against the army and the directive issued by the 
Interior Ministry, Sunguriu said that these statements 
regarding the army and its commanders exceed permis- 
sible limits. 

[Begin Sungurlu recording) These are very disturbing 
and out-of- line remarks. The Turkish Army, which is 
the apple of the nation’s eye, safeguards the values of 
this nation. These remarks concerning the Turkish Army 
and its commanders are not true. In the short time I have 
occupied this post, | have observed that al! our beliefs 
are shared by the Turkish Army, and that includes al! 
levels of command. Speaking ill of the army by using 
inappropriate language and leveling wrong accusations 
against it are different from criticizing certain arrange- 
ments in the army. [end recording) [passage omitted] 


Turkey: Military Says Armed Forces ‘Not 
Anti- Religious’ 

TA2603173296 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1600 GMT 26 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) lt was reported that the Turkish 
Armed Forces are not anti-religious as certain circles 
deliberately claim, and that those longing for shari‘ ah 
— afraid that their real faces will be revealed — as 
well as falsely religious people and reactionaries who 
are behind the times are siding against this institution 
in a bid to undermine it. 


A high-level military official, who replied to an ANA- 
TOLIA reporter's questions on the directive issued by 
the Gendarmerie Central Command regarding worship 
at military installations, said that certain circles are try- 
ing to undermine the Turkish Armed Forces by dissem- 
inating fictitious and distorted statements and declara- 
tions. The military official, who described this as unfor- 
tunate agitation, said the following: The Turkish Armed 
Forces constitute a system of disciplines, orders, and 
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principles. This system is based on fundamental mea- 
sures such as science, realism, openness, reason, and 
honesty, and it has to abide by them in order to fulfill 
the supreme duty assigned to it by our lofty nation. 


The Turkish Armed Forces are not anti-religious as 
certain circles deliberately claim. On the contrary, the 
Turkish Armed Forces, which are faithful to secular and 
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democratic principles, respect everybody's faith, creed, 
and practice of worship regardless of where it comes 


from and who practices it, and safeguards them within 
its institutions. For this reason, it is only natural for these 
fake religious people, who aspire to gain and who even 
got rich by exploiting the lofty feelings of our people, 
to speak ill of the Turkish Armed Forces. 


———— ee ee ee eee 
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